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This booklet includes:  

¶ A revision guide  

¶ Useful and relevant quotes to memorise 

for arguments for and against  

¶ Past questions with hints of answers  

¶ A revision tick list  
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B elieving in God 
Keywords 

 

numinous    the feeling of the presence of something greater than you   
    e.g. in a church or looking up at the stars 

 

conversion    when your life is changed by giving yourself to God 
 
miracle     something which seems to break a law of science and makes 
    you think only God could have done it 
 
prayer     an attempt to contact God, usually through words 
  
design     when things are connected and seem to have a purpose e.g. 
    the eye is designed for seeing 
 
causation   the idea that everything has been caused (started off) by  
    something else 
 
agnosticism   not being sure whether God exists 
 
atheism    believing that God does not exist 
 
moral evil    actions done by humans which cause suffering 
 
natural evil    things which cause suffering but have nothing to do with  
    humans e.g. earthquakes 
 
omnipotent    the belief that God is all-powerful 
  
omni -benevolent      the belief that God is good/kind 
 
omniscient   the belief that God knows everything that has happened and 
    everything that will happen 
 

Free-will   the idea that human beings are free to make their own   
    choices 
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RELIGIOUS EXPERIENCE AND BELIEF IN GOD 
 
Religious experience is the way in which people come into direct con-
tact with God: 
 
¶ NUMINOUS ð May lead to a person feeling that God is real  
because of the awareness of a feeling of something greater than you 
 
¶ CONVERSION ð used to describe an experience of God whixh is so 

great that the person wants to change their life and commit to God 
in a special way e.g. agnostic or atheist. 

 
¶ MIRACLEñmay lead to belief in God because miracles mean God 

has acted on earth and the people witnessing it have had a direct 
contact with God  

 
¶ PRAYERð if the prayer is answered the person feels God is listening 

and will be sure God exists. 

RELIGIOUS UPBRINGING AND BELIEF IN GOD 
 
If you are brought up as a Catholic you learn about God from 
an early age: 
 
Í Taught to pray everyday 
Í Taken to church 
Í Go to mass on Sunday 
Í Go to confession 
Í Learn to thank God for what he has done for us 
Í Go to catholic school where like minded people believe in      
     God 

 
This sort of upbringing 
leads to belief in God be-
cause: 
 
A child's parents tell them 
about God as part of their 
baptismal promise and the 
child believes the parent 
 
Prayer is seen to be natural 
and an integral part of life 
& thus encourages belief 
 
Seeing so many people pray 
at Church is likely to make 
people believe in God & 
that he must exist. 
 
Catholic school encourages 
ux |xy |¢ Z£wĈ§ x¬|§¨x¢vx 
because if teachers tell 
¨{x¡ |¨Ĉ§ ¨¦©x |¨ «|   ux  
believed 
 
Confirmation lessons will 
teach about God and the 
confirmand may have a re-
ligious experience. 

Positive things about miracles: 
 

Í If you pray for your friend who is dying 

of cancer and they get better  you will be-
lieve it is a miracle and it will help you believe 
in God 

Í Miracles could be signs from God to help 

us believe in him 

Í Belief in miracles can help people get 

through hard times 

Í God uses miracles as signs and that bad 

things that happen do so because humans refuse 

to follow Godõs commands. 

Problems with miracles: 

 

Í You have to believe eyewitnesses 

Í Science can explain many miracles now, 

perhaps all of them in the future 

Í There may be a natural explanation 

Í TV magicians do wonderful things all the 

time and theyõre just tricks.  Whatõs the  
difference with miracles? 

Í If God could feed 5000 with five loaves and two  

fishes why doesnõt he do miracles today to feed the 
starving people 
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Some people think that the way the world works shows that God must exist:  

The world is designed.  Therefore it must have a designer.  The only possible designer of the universe is God, therefore, 

God must exist.. 
Think of examples such as DNA, evolution, beauty of natureñare they all coincidence or are they part of a design plan? 
 

 

Í Science says everything must have a cause.  
Therefore the universe must have a cause.  Only 
God could be that cause.  Therefore God must 
exist. This was Thomas Aquinasõs idea. 
 

 The process of things being caused or moved by 
something else can only be explained if there is 
an unmoved mover causing it to happen and that 
must be God. 

William Paley: ôIf you 
found a watch you would 
believe that there was a 
watch designer.  The 
world works like a ma-
chine, so there must be a 
world  

However, there is another side to the 

argument£.. 

 

Í Why should the causes stop at 

God? Logically speaking God must 

need a cause. 

Í The universe is eternal and so 

the process of cause is eternal  

Í Who says that the First Cause 

has to be God¬it can be any sort 

However, the theory also does not 

lead to belief in God because££. 

 

Í Where is the design in earth-

quakes, hurricanes and disease?  

Í All design evidence can be ex-

plained by science 

Í The argument proves a designer 

but that doesn¨t mean God¬the 

designed could be an evil creator, 

there could be many gods...  

Scientific explanations of the world 
and agnosticism and atheism. 

Í The Big Bang is the most popular theory: 
 
Matter is eternal and cannot be created or de-
stroyedQjust changed 
 
15 billion years ago matter became so compressed 
that it explodedQthe Big Bang 
 
Out of this the solar system was created 
 
Life forms developed e.g. amoeba 
 
Genetic structures mutate 
 
Survival of the fittest occurs producing organisms 
that will survive and reproduce 
 
Vegetation develops, invertebrate and then verte-
brate animals  are produced and finally, 2.5 million 
years ago, humans evolved. 

Evidence for Big Bang:   
 
Red Shift  EffectQwhere the red shift in light 
from other galaxies is evidence that the uni-
verse is expanding. 
 
Evidence for evolution:  
 
Fossils record the development of simple to 
complex life forms developing 
 
Genetic research shows similarities between 
different life forms e.g. 50% of human DNA 
is the same as a cabbage!! 
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All of this may lead to atheism or agnosticism because: 

 
Science can explain where the world came from and where humans came from with-
out any reference to God possibly leading to agnosticism at the least 
 
Atheists could be sure God does not exist because if God exists he must have made 
the world and can be the only explanation of the world BUT if science proves that the 
ƊƂƅſŷ ŴƁŷ ŻƈƀŴƁƆ ŸƋżƆƇ ƊżƇŻƂƈƇ ŴƁƌ ƅŸŹŸƅŸƁŶŸ ƇƂ ŠƂŷ ƇŻŸƁ żƇLƆ ƃƅƂƂŹ ƇŻŴƇ ŠƂŷ ŷƂŸƆ 
not exist. 

 

? 
The Catholic Response to the scientific explanations of 
the world is twofold: 
 
1. the big bang had to be at exactly the right  
 second: too soon and stars would not have  
 formed. Too late and all matter would have flown 
 away  too fast. 
 
 science still canõt explain how the scientific laws 
 came to be e.g. gravity 
 
 life on earth requires carbon to bond with 4  other 
 atoms and water moleculesñ this cannot have 
 happened by chance so God must have  
 ensured it happened. 
 
2. science and the bible can coexist  because one day 

could be millions to God PLUS the order of  
 creation in the bible is the same as that of  
 evolu tion: plants, trees, fish, birds, animals and 
 humans 
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Religious people are supposed 
to pray and some feel Godõs 
presence when they do.  
 
But  if people pray and DONõT 
feel Godõs presence they may feel 
that he does not exist.  They may 
feel they are doing something 
wrong, seek advice and try harder 
but still without result.  
 
This may lead to people becoming 
agnostic or atheist.   
 
The feeling of being ignored and 
unheard adds to the feeling of 
God not being present and  
ultimately to non -belief in God. 
e.g. prayers for a sick child who 
dies.  
 
If prayers continue to be  
unanswered, especially if those 
prayers are for good things e.g. 
end of war, famine or drought 
then doubts about God arise and 
could lead to agnosticism of  
atheism  

Prayer  

Catholics and their response to un-

answered prayer.  

 
Í If prayer is for selfish  

 reasons it would be wrong  of God 

to answer it  

 

Í God may have different plans to 

you e.g. you may want a cure for a 

dying relative, God may want them 

in heaven  

 

Í ˨̍́̎̕ ̐́̒̅̎̔̓ ̄̏̎Ν̔ ̗̙́̌́̓ ̖̇̉̅ 

children what they want, so in the 

̓́̍̅ ˧̏̄ ̄̏̅̓̎Ν̔ˌ 

 

Í ˧̏̄Ν̓ omnipotence  and  benevolence 

̍̅́̎̓ ̈̅ ̗̋̎̏̓ ̗̈́̔Ν̓ ̂̅̓̔ ́̎̄ ̓̏ 

we have to trust God.  

 

Í Modern Catholics have faith that 

God will answer all prayers in a way 

that is designed for the long term 

good of the person praying or 

̙̐̒́̅̄ ̆̏̒ ̖̅̅̎ ̔̈̏̇̈̕ ˧̏̄Ν̓ ̗̙́ 

may be different from that expected.  
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evil and 
suffering 

Moral evil:   caused by humans misusing their 
free will 
 
E.g. war, 
suicide 
bombers, 
rape, 
murderú
all clear 
examples. 
 
 
Less clear is suffering caused by famine when hu-
mans have made the wrong choice e.g growing 
cash crops like cotton instead of food. 
 
Moral evil sins are those that go against what God 
wants humans do as revealed in 10 commandments 
or in the Golden Rule. 

Natural Evil:  e.g 
earthquake, flood, 
volcano, drought,  
Tsunami. 

IFé..                                                Thené. 

 

God cannot stop evil                            God is not all powerful  

God chooses not to stop evil                 God is not all loving  

God can stop evil and chooses not to    God does not exist 

All of this does cause people to question or reject  

belief in God because:  
 

Í They canõt believe a good God would have created a world with earth-

quakes, floods, cancer and volcanosñits easier to believe all of this is 

due to the Big Bang and evolution. 

 

Í Others canõt believe that God allows humans to suffer so much when he 

could stop it if he wanted e.g. why did he not give Hitler a heart attack 

before all the suffering he caused. 

All this means thatĄ. 

óI cannot imagine any omnipotent, 

sentient being sufficiently cruel to 

create the world we inhabitô 

Iris Murdoch 

How are atheists produced?  In probably 9 out of 10 
cases what happens is something like this: 
A beloved husband , or wife or sweetheart or child is 
gnawed to death by cancer, é..and the looker-on, after 
praying vainly to God to refrain from such horrible, wanton 
cruelty, indignantly repudiates faith in the divine monsterõ 
St. Joan, George Bernard Shaw (1856-1950) 
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Three Catholic  
responses to evil 
and suffering:: 

Response 1: 
 
Prayer for those who suf-
ferúasking God for help. 
 

Helping those who suffer 
by becoming doctors, nurses, 
social workers.  Also starting 
charities e.g SVP and CAFOD 

Response 2 
 
Itüs not God who 
makes evil happen.  We 

were made with free 
will and to be free is 
to choose to do good 
or evil. 
 
Evil and suffering are 
human problems, not 
Godüs. 

Response 4 
 
Life is a preparation for paradise and to improve our souls we need to face evil 
and suffering to become good, kind and loving. 
  
Evil and suffering is part of a plan and sufferers will be rewarded by eternal  
paradise. 
 
Good, therefore can come out of evilúthe story of Maximilian Kolbe being a 
good example.  See http://www.catholic.org/saints/saint.php?saint_id=370 

Response 3 
 
There is just no 
point in worrying.  
There must be a rea-
son and God will re-
veal it in due course.   
 
Jesusü command is 
to help those who 
suffer and trust in 
God: see parable of 
sheep and goats 

...and the righteous will answer him, óLord when did we see 

you hungry and feed you, , or thirsty and give you a drink?  

When did we see you a stranger and invite you in or need 

clothes and clothe you?  When did we see you sick or in 

prison and visit you?ô  The King will reply, óI tell you the 

truth, whatever you did for one of the least of these broth-

ers and sisters of mine , you did it for me.ô 
 
Parable of the Sheep and Goats 
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M atters of Life and Death 
Keywords 
 
abortion   the removal of a foetus from the womb before it can survive 
 
assisted suicide  providing a seriously ill person with the means to commit  
    suicide 
 
euthanasia   the painless killing of someone dying from a painful dis-
ease 
 
immortality of  
the soul   the idea that the soul lives on after the death of the body 
 
near-death  
experience   when someone about to die has an out of body experience 
 
non -voluntary  
euthanasia   ending someoneôs life painlessly when they are unable to  
    ask, but you have good reason for thinking they would want 
    you to do so 
 
paranormal   unexplained things which are thought to have spiritual   
    causes e.g. ghosts, mediums 
 
quality of life  the idea that life must have some benefits for it to be worth  
    living 
 
reincarnation  the belief that, after death, souls are reborn in a new body 
 
resurrection  the belief that, after death, the body stays in the grave until  
    the end of the world when it is raised 
 
sanctity of life  the belief that life is holy and belongs to God 
 
voluntary  
euthanasia   ending life painlessly when someone in great pain asks for  
    death 
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Catholics  believe that this life is not 

all there is because:  
 
¶ Jesus rose from the dead ð

resurrection is central to Christian 
belief.  

 
¶ St. Paul teaches that  people will 

have a resurrection like Jesus  
 
¶ The major creeds of the Churches 

teach Jesus resurrection and life 
after death  

 
¶ Most Catholics believe in  
 immortality of the soul  
 
¶ The Catholic Church teaches that 

there is life after death. The Cate-
chism of the Catholic Church 
teaches it and this represents the 
teaching of the magisterium.  

 
¶ Many Catholics believe in life  
 after death  because it gives 
 meaning and purpose to life  
 understanding that the good are 

 rewarded, the bad punished.  

Non-religious reasons for 
believing in life after death 

1. Evidence of ghosts and spirits 
 
Many people believe that there are ghosts and spirits in the world of dead people who have not been able to reach heaven or 
hell.  Some people believe that houses can be haunted when paranormal events happen and exorcists are called to remove 
them. 
 
2. Visitations from dead relatives: 
1000®s claim to have been visited by dead relatives or friends or to have felt their presence in some way.  People report hav-
ing been warned about an imminent disaster through such visits.  People visit Spiritualist Churches to speak to a medium.  
They may describe themselves as Christian Spiritualists but are rejected by mainstream Christian Churches 
 
3. ­T×¥Ĺ Ì×¥ŉ÷Ķ ×šħ×Ĺú×ĎÀ×Ŀ 
People claim to have lefty their body during surgery or to have seen a light at the end of a tunnel or looked down on their 
bodies from above, experiencing a bright light and considerable peace. 
 
4. Evidence of reincarnation 
BúĎÌŔĶĿÉ iúĂ÷Ŀ ¥ĎÌ *ŔÌÌ÷úĿŉĿ ¶×Ąú×Ş× úĎ Ąúè× ¥èŉ×Ĺ Ì×¥ŉ÷ úĎŞĖĄŞúĎí ĿĖŔĄĿ ¶×úĎí Ĺ×¶ĖĹĎī 
 

The affect of these beliefs on 
Catholics. 
 
Catholics believe that they will go to 
heaven, hell or purgatory when they 
die. They will try to live a good life with 
the aim of getting to heaven. 
 
A good life means following scripture, 
tradition and the teaching authority of 
the pope and bishops through the 
Great Commandment of loving God 
and loving neighbour, as well as going 
to mass. 
 
Parables of Good Samaritan and 
Sheep and Goats help us to understand 
how to love our neighbour 
 
Sin prevents people going to heaven. 
The sacraments of the sick and recon-
ciliation can strengthen and purify from 
sin. 
 
Belief in life after death gives meaning 
and purpose to life and this affects how 
you live it. 
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¶ If there is no God there is no heaven to go to after death  

¶ Different religions have different ideas of life after death ñif it 

was true theyõd all have the same idea. 

¶ Life after death is based on holy books and so how do 

choose the right one to believe?  

¶ Religions teach the mind/soul survives without the body BUT 

scientific evidence shows that the mind cannot 

exist without the brain.  

¶ Where is heaven?  No -one has found it in space 

exploration.  

¶ How do we recognise souls without bodies?  

Therefore souls must be very lonely and thatõs 

not really life after death.  

¶ Some people are brought up not to believe in 

life after death ñbecause of non -religious parents.  

Catholic attitudes to 
 abortion 
 

Í Life is sacred and comes   
      from God alone 

Í 6th Commandment bans  
      murder 

Í dudqxnmd g`r ` ¬qhfgs sn khed­ 

Í the doctrine of  double effect  
      is acceptable 

The Doctrine of Double  

Effect:  

 

If a woman has cancer and has to have chemotherapy it will kill the cancer.  

 

A second, or double, effect will be however, that it kills the foetus.  The death of the foetus 

was a secondary, unintended effect.  

 

 No abortion has taken place.  

Some people do not believe in life 

after death BECAUSEéé.  

Abortion 
UK law on abortion:  

1967 Act states that abortion can be carried out if 2 doctors 

agree that: 

¶ The mothers life is at risk 

¶ There is a risk of injury to the mothers physical or mental 

health 

¶ There is a risk that another child would be put at risk the 

mental or physical health of existing children 

¶ The baby may be born seriously handicapped. 

 

1990 Act said that:  

¶ No abortion could take place after 24 weeks unless 

motherõs life is at grave risk or the foetus is likely to be 

born with severe mental or physical abnormality. 
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THE SANCTITY OF LIFE 
 

All Christians believe:  

Í that life is a gift from God  

Í God became human in 

Jesus and made life holy  

Í Only God can decide 

when life should be ended.  

God said, ôLet us make man in our own imageéõ. God  

created man in the image of himself, in the image of God he 

created him; male and female he created themõ 

GENSESIS 1  

Donõt you 
know that 

your body 
is the 

temple of the Holy Spirit, who lives in 

you and who was given to you by God? 

1ST  LETTER OF ST. PAUL 

TO THE CORINTHIANS  

Human life is sacred because from its beginning it 

involves the creative action of GodéGod alone is 

the Lord of life from its beginning until its end: no 

one can under any circumstances claim for himself 

the right directly to destroy an innocent human be-

ing. 
CATECHISM OF THE CATHOLIC 
CHURCH  

This is backed up by the bible 
and Church teaching : 

SOCIAL FACTS ABOUT ABORTION 
 

Í abortion an abortion cannot take place after 24 weeks of pregnancy 

Í 89 percent%of abortions carried out at under 13 weeks gestation 
 
Number of abortions carried out in England and Wales: 
 
1971: 94, 570 
1995: 154, 315 
1999: 173, 701 
2001: 176, 364 
2006:  193, 700 

Before I formed you in the womb I knew you; 

before you came to birth I made you holy. 

JEREMIAH 1:5  

Human life must be respected and protected abso-

lutely from the moment of conception.  From the 

first moment of his existence, a human being must be 

recognised as having the rights of a person, among 

which is the right to life. 

CATECHISM OF The CATHOLIC 

CHURCH  

Christian attitudes to abortion 
 
¶ Many fundamentalist protestants have  
 exactly the same view as Catholics 
 
¶ Other protestants (Church of England) dis
 agree with abortion but  think that in some 
 cases the lesser of two evils allows  
 abortion ă e.g. pregnancy through rape 
 
¶ Yet others agree with the abortion  
 laws and feel that if abortion was banned it 
 would cause too much suffering.  It is the 
 Christian duty to get rid of suffering. 
 
¶  Christians should also accept technological 

 advances and if that means detection of dis 
 ease and suffering in a foetus then parents 
 should have the right to ask for an abortion 

 
¶ Christianity is concerned with justice and if 

abortions were banned rich women may pay 
for abortions in another country and poorer 
women would use back- street abortionists 
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SOCIAL FACTS ON EUTHANASIA 
 

 

 

Life support machines and  new medical tech-
nology   
mean that: 
¶ Premature babies can be   kept alive 
¶ cancer patients can be treated with  
        medicine 
 

Euthanasia is against the law.  However, recent 
court decisions have allowed the switching off of life 

support machines and withdrawal of  

Catholic attitudes to euthanasia (very much the same as for abortion) 

 

Í 6th Commandments forbids murder 

Í life is sacred and comes from God 

Í Doctors are required to save life not kill 

Í However, a doctor should not struggle to keep a patient   alive especially if it will interfere       

       with their dignity in dying 

Í Large doses of pain killers are acceptable even if it is knowingly shortening a patients life 

Í Many Catholics do not agree with switching off life support  machines although not giving  

       extraordinary treatment is permitted by the Catholic Church 

Other Christian attitudes to euthanasia can be divided into 2 views: 

 

Evangelical Christians 

 

¶ The same as the Catholic attitude (see above) but they will also say that: 

¶ That literal bible interpretation bans suicide whether itôs assisted or voluntary euthanasia 

¶ That refusal of extraordinary treatment or giving of large doses of painkillers is also wrong 

 

Liberal Christians  

 

¶ But, many non Catholic Christians believe life support machines should be switched of when     

 there is no sign of life 

¶ They also believe in living wills giving people a chance to make their own decisions 

¶ The teaching of Jesus on loving your neighbour may mean justifying assisting suicide. 

Naked I came from 
kw kmrfcp¬q umk`* 
naked I shall return 

again.  The Lord gave, 
the Lord has taken back.  
Blessed be the name of 
the Lord.  

Direct euthanasia 

consists in putting an 

end to the lives of 

handicapped, sick or 

dying persons.  It i
s 

morally unacceptable. 

CATECHISM OF THE 

CATHOLIC CHURCH 

ôEuthanasia threatens to de-

base the function of doctors  

and impairs the confidence 

of their patientsõ.

 
SALVATION ARMY 
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The media and matters of 
life and death.  

Arguments against  the  
media being free to criticise 
what religions say about 
matters of life and death  
 
¶ Criticisms against religion re: 

abortion, genetic engineering stir 
up religious hatred and this is 
against 2007 Religious and  

 Racial Hatred A ct. 
 
¶ Criticism of religious attitudes can 

lead to serious offence to believ-
ersðe.g. Danish newspaper pub-
lishing cartoons of Muhammad 
offending Muslims around the 
world 

 
¶ Some religious believersð

although not the Catholic Church 
itselfðsay criticising the Pope or 
Archbishop of Canterbury on mat-
ters of life and death is close to 
blasphemy 

 
¶ Religious believers might feel that 

because their attitude is based on 
what God says it should not be 
criticised as God is beyond  

 human criticism. 

Arguments for the media 
being free to criticise what 
religions say about matters 
of life and death  
 
¶ All democratic societies believe 

in freedom of  which means a 
free media and that must include 
criticism of religion as  

 
¶ Religious leaders use the media 

to criticise government policies 
on matters of life and death e.g.  
embryo research so they have to 
accept the same. 

 
¶ In a multi-faith society freedom of 

religious expression which 
means that the media must have 
the right to question and criticise 
religious beliefs 

 
¶ Life and death issues are very 

important and people need the 
information to make the right de-
cisions and that means listening 
to different points of view. 

 
¶ The great 20th century philoso-

pher, Sir Karl Popper observed 
that the most advanced societies 
have the greatest freedoms for 
their citizens and that progress 
only happens when ideas and 
policies are subject to scrutiny 
and that can best happen with a 
free media. 



15 . 

 

What causes poverty? 

 

WAR: 

Which is caused by corruption, the effects of de-colonialisation. 

How does it cause poverty? 

By destroying homes, crops, schools, hospitals and creates refugees. 

 

Natural Disaster: 

e.g. earthquake, flood 

How does it cause poverty? 

By destroying homes, farmlandñBangladesh has bad floods almost every year. 

 

Debt: 

Money has  to be borrowed from banks and large interest payments are 

 required which should be spent on development 

Also, rich countries subsidise their farmers to grow crops and tax LEDC goods 

making poorer countries lose out so they turn to growingé.. 

 

Cash crops: 

e.g. tea, coffee, cotton which uses land which should be used to grow food, lead-

ing to starvation 

 

Unfair trade: 

MEDCõs use their wealth to pay subsidies to their farmers enabling them to sell 

cherap and put high tariffs (taxes) on crops that come in from poor countries 

making them more expensive to sell. 

 

Other factors include HIV/AIDS as well as a lack of fresh clean water which 

leads to low life expectancy and thus large families to compensate which is a 

drain on resources.  Reliance on one export e.g. copper or oilña problem if the 

price falls bringing less profit and ruining a country almost over night. 

 

The causes of world poverty  


