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This revision guide is NOT an exhaustive 
document.   
 
It must be used with your class notes 
and any other revision material you may 
have. 
 
It contains: 
 
¶ Revision check list 
¶ Revision notes 
¶ Past G.C.S.E. questions 
¶ Useful quotes for each section of the 

paper. 
 
You can find an e-version of this  
document on the school website . 
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Bible:     the holy book of Christians with 66 books split  into 

    Old  and New Testament 

 

Church :   the community of Christians (with a small c it means a  

    Christian place of worship) 

 

Conscience :  an inner feeling of the rightness or wrongness of an  

    action 

 

Situation  

Ethics :    the idea that Christians should base moral   

    decisions on what is the most loving thing to do  

    in a situation 

electoral  

system :   the way in which voting is organised 

 

first -past - 

the -post :   the voting system where whoever gets the most   

    votes in a constituency wins the seat 

proportional  

representation:  the voting system where seats are distributed   

    according to the proportion of votes 

national  

government :  the government headed by the Prime Minister   

   ` and Parliament which governs the whole country 

local  

government :  the local council which looks after local issues  such as 

    education and refuse disposal 

 

Decalogue :  the Ten Commandments 

 

Golden Rule :  the teaching of Jesus that you should treat others as you 

    would like them to treat you 

Religion and Social  

Responsibility. Key Words 
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Christians and Moral Decisions 

Why the bible has moral authority for 
Christians:  
 
All agree it is the way to find out 
what God wants them to do  
 
It contains Godõs teaching on how to 
behave e.g. 10 Commandments  
 
It contains Jesus teaching on how to 
live e.g. Sermon on Mount and par-
ables 
 
It contains the teachings of Christian 
leaders such as Peter and Paul  

However, there are differences about the 

authority of the bible among Christians: 

 

Some believe it is the exact word of God dictated 
to the writers by God therefore it IS THE ONLY  
AUTHORITY 

Some believe that God still 

speaks through the Church 

and it is only the Church 

that can say what the bible 

means today. 

Still others believe that the bible is the product of humans and is only a guide for 

making moral decisionsñthe bible should be interpreted  to fit the world today. 

The Authority of the  

Bible 
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 On moral issues the Church of England and Methodists elect an assembly which decides the Church 
views about moral issues 
 
The Roman Catholic Church has leaders e.g. Pope and Bishops to give moral teaching. 

Why the Church has authority:  
 
Most believe that the Church is how Jesus works in the world so 
it must have some authority  
 

Most believe that God speaks to the world today through the 
Church  

 
The Church is guided by God and so it MUST be able to make 

moral decisions  
 

If people follow Church guidance the can be sure theyõre doing 
the right thing.  
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Christians & CONSCIENCE 

Our conscience is that which makes us feel guilty if we do 
something wrong 

When  should we follow 

our conscience?  

 
Catholics are taught that it is the 

final part of the decision making 

process.  

 

Soé. If your conscience says do 

not do something then follow 

your conscience and donõt do it. 

Why should we follow our 

conscience? 

 

Because we believe that the 

voice of conscience seems to be 

the voice of God therefore  

Christians should follow it.  

 

The Church says that Christians 

should follow their conscience  

Why some Christians donõt always 
follow their conscience:  

 

You could be mistaken about the voice 

of God e.g. the Yorkshire Ripper claimed 

God told him to kill prostitutes.  

 

If Christians follow Church and Bible 

they know they are doing the Christian 

thing and that takes the place of  

Conscience.  

Situation Ethics: 
 
Is moral decision making based 
on Jesus command to love your 
neighbour as yourself and on 
the situation. 
 

Why some Christians follow 

situation ethics: 
 
Jesus over-ruled OT ideas when 
he though they were unloving 
e.g. he healed people on the 
Sabbath. 
 
They think you should only do 
what will produce good results. 
 
The Great Commandment is 
clear³love God and 
neighbour³and it will have  
loving results! 

Why some think it is wrong: 

 
¶ They say God would not have laws in 

the bible if not meant to be followed 
¶ They think the Church knows best what 

Christians should do. 
¶ You may not know all the facts & what 

seems like a loving thing to do may not 
be if you knew more facts! 
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The electoral system and how it works in the UK.  
 
¶ The British political system is a democratic monarchy.  
¶ There are elected parliaments in London and Edinburgh with 

an unelected Queen as the Head of State.   
¶ There are also elected assemblies in Wales and Northern Ire-

land. 
 
Ý In Britain, elections have to be held every five years or 

sooner. It is up to the government to decide when an election 
will be held.  

 
Ý Everyone in the UK over the age of 18 has the right to vote and 

they cast their vote for the political party they prefer.  
 
Ý At the same time each voter is choosing a person to represent 

them in Parliament as their Member of Parliament (MP).  
 
Ý Each area where candidates run for election is called a 

óconstituencyô.  
 
Ý The winner is chosen by the first -past

-the-post system. This means that 
the person who gains most votes in 
each constituency wins. 

 
Ý  The political party with the largest 

number of MPs forms the government 

The House of Commons:  

 

659 M.P.¨s but in2002 only 

118 were women. 

 

Most MP¨s are mainly 

white, male and middle 

class. 

 

House of Lords:  

 

This is not elected and its 

members used to come 

from the wealthy ¬now 

though they are ap-

pointed by the Govern-

ment.  

First past the post: 
 
MPõs and Councillors elected by this 
system. 
 
The person who gets the most votes 
wins even if they donõt get the majority 
of votes e.g. 
 
Candidate A could get 38 votes,  Can-
didate B 31 votes, Candidate C gets 
20 votes and Candidate D gets 11 
therefore the one with 38 votes wins. 
 
PROBLEM:  the votes of all the other  
people are just ignored. 

Arguments in favour:  
 
Usually produces a government from 
one party which is more efficient than 
coalition govt. 

Proportional Representation: 
 
MPôs and Assembly members elected by this system. 
 
The seats are divided so each party gets the same 
percentage of seats as it got votes. 
 
So, using the example opposite Candidate gets 38 % 
of the seats, Candidate B 31% and so oné.. 
 
BUT because no-one has got 50% of the overall vote 
the candidates have to cut deals and form alliances 
to vote together to defeat or pass law.  
 
The system is not as cut and dried but more people 
are represented. 
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National Government:  
 
Responsibilities: 
 
The central government 
makes decisions cov-
ering all the basic 
areas of life:  
¶ taxation,  
¶ defence,  
¶ social security,  
¶ housing,  
¶ education  
¶ and health.  
 
To do this it is helped by the Civil 
Service, which has over 600,000 
staff and is not elected.  
 
Ministers and governments come 
and go, but the members of the 
Civil Service remain in their jobs ð 
some say this helps give the UK 
stability. 

 
The Civil Service is sometimes 
known as óWhitehallô as this is its 
main base in the UK. 
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Local Government is funded by Council Tax 
and grants from National Govt. 
 
It is responsible for: 
 
¶ Environmental services 
¶ Trading standards 
¶ Social services 
¶ Planning and building 
¶ Roads, paths etc 
¶ Registration of births, marriages and 

deaths 
¶ Administering education, police and fire  
 brigade 

Christians and Politics  

 

There are several reasons why some may argue that Christians should keep out of poli-

tics; 

 
¶ 

The UK is a secular society and therefore politics should be run on a secular  

 
pattern.  

 

¶ 
The majority of people are not deeply religious and do not necessarily agree with Christian moral 

principles. 

  

¶ 
The UK is also a multi-faith society and it would be wrong for the political system to favour Christian 

moral views over those of other faiths.  

 

¶ 
A Christian should be concerned with spiritual matters rather than political ones. 

 
However, there are good reasons why Christians should be involved in politics, and indeed many MPs and 

other political figures are Christians: 

 

¶ 
Jesus was involved in politics and taught about the need to pay taxes and obey the authorities,  

 

¶ 
and he also challenged the authorities when he thought they were wrong.  
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In principle, therefore, it seems wise for 
Christians to be aware of what is happen-
ing within politics and to be involved when 
they can make a special contribution, but 
to recognise that politics is for people of 
all faiths and for those without faith, all of 
whom should be allowed to be equally 
involved. 
 
Remind the people to be subject to rulers and 
authorities, to be 
obedient, to be ready to do whatever is good. 
(Titus 3:1) 
 

The Welfare State: 
 
The Beveridge Report in 
1942 into social conditions 
said there were 5 evil giants 
facing society that had to 
be destroyed: 

¶ Want:  
 

a large number of people lived 
in poverty because they were 
sick, unemployed or widows 

¶  Disease:  
 

there was no free medical 
treatment and the poorest 
people could not afford to 
see  a doctor. 

¶  Ignorance:  
 

free secondary education was only for 
those who won a scholarship.  Most  
children left school at 14 with only a  
basic education. 

¶ Squalor: 
 
 many people 
were living in 
slums. 

¶ Idleness:  
 
nearly 10% of 
the workforce 
was unem-
ployed at the 
start of the Sec-
ond World War.
  

 As a result, successive governments introduced ways of relieving poverty and  
suffering, and the Welfare State came into being. The new measures included: 
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Welfare State  

Arguments  

Arguments in favour of the  
Welfare State  
 

¶ The Welfare State ensures that 

everyone gets treated equally in 
education, health and housing. 

 

¶ The NHS provides free health-
care for all 

 

¶ It avoids the unfairness of the 

rich getting better treatment 
than the poor. 

 

¶ The Welfare State ensures that 

nobody suffers extreme hard-
ship and poverty. 

 
It is based on Christian principles of 
loving and caring for others. 

Arguments against the Welfare 
State 
 

¶ It is expensive to run. 

 

¶ As new, more expensive, 

medical treatments are devel-
oped, the NHS has to spend 
yet more money. 

 

¶ Social security benefits may 

make some people reluctant 
to get a job. 

 

¶ The private sector provides 

better services than the public 
sector. 

 
Pensions are particularly  
expensive.  

The Welfare State in the twenty -first century  
Adults in work pay taxes and national insurance to provide the services of the Welfare State. The Welfare 
State gives: 

¶ free secondary education for everyone up to the age of 18 and financial help for poorer students at 

university 

¶ free hospital care and some NHS provision for dental and optical costs; 

¶ payments are also made to people who are too ill to go to work 

¶ payments and benefits to the unemployed 

¶ old-age pensions 

¶ child benefit for children at school 

¶ housing benefit for those eligible 
the unemployed help at job centres so they can find work 

 

¶  Secondary schools were made free for everyone and the school leaving age 
 was raised to 15. 
¶  National insurance and financial benefits were introduced to help the  
 unemployed. 
¶  The National Health Service (NHS) was set up to establish free healthcare 
 for all. 
¶  Thousands of new council houses were built and slums were demolished. 
¶ Nationalised industries and employment boards were set up to provide work 

for the unemployed 
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The Christian basis of the Welfare State  
The Welfare State is based on Christian principles contained in the Bible in the Ten Commandments 
and the Sermon on the Mount.  

 
The Ten Commandments (Decalogue) in Exodus 20:1ï20 highlight the  
importance of respecting and helping other people. For example: 

 

¶  Honour your parents Ą for instance, look after the elderly. 
¶  Do not murder Ą this could include making sure there is 

healthcare available to  
 prevent people dying from illness unnecessarily. 

¶  Do not steal Ą this includes helping the poor and needy. 
¶  Do not commit adultery. 

¶  Do not give false evidence. 
       W£ ¢£¨ v£ªx¨ £¨{x¦ ¤x£¤ xĈ§ ux £¢z|¢z§A 

Above all, Jesus gave what many  

Christians call the Golden Rule. This is a guide to 

the way in which people must treat others. It 

teaches that all Christians, rich and poor, should 

ensure everyone is properly cared for:  

 
ôDo to others what you would have them do to youü (Matthew 
7:12). 

 

This means establishing social systems that are im-

portant for everyone:  

¶ educating children,  

¶ helping the sick and  

¶ caring for the homeless.  

The Golden 

Rule 

Jesusõ teaching on  
welfare is best illustrated in the par-
able of the sheep and goats 
(Matthew 25:31ð46).  
 
¶ Jesus taught that it is a Chris-

tian duty to: 
¶ feed those who are hungry, 
¶ give clothes to the naked,  
¶ give water to the thirsty,  
¶ visit the sick and  
¶ help those who are in prison.  
 
If Christians do these 
things for people in need, 
they are doing them for 
Jesus. 

 Jesus spoke of the need for good deeds and actions 
to go alongside a personõs faith in God.  
 
To have faith by itself is not enough ñ faith without 
works is of little use and the believer who does not do 
good works will see his faith fade away. 
 
You foolish man, do you want evidence that faith without 
deeds is useless?é As the body without the spirit is 
dead, so faith without deeds is dead. (James 2:20,26) 
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Religion and the  

Environment. Key Words 
Pollution:     the contamination/degradation of the environment 

 

greenhouse effect:  the trapping of carbon dioxide in the atmosphere  

     which is thought to increase the temperature of the  

     earth 

 

acid rain:     such pollutants as coal smoke which make rain more 

     acidic 

 

natural resources:   naturally occurring materials such as oil and fertile l 

     and which can be used by humans 

 

creation:     the act of creating the universe or the universe which 

     has been created 

 

stewardship:    looking after something so it can be passed on to t 

     he next generation 

 

Environment   the surroundings in which plants and animals live  

     and which they depend on to live 

 

conservation:    protecting and preserving natural resources and the 

     environment 

 

animal rights:    the belief that animal have rights not to be exploited 

     by humans 




